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BACKGROUND
1. Members of the Community of the Gospel do not wear “habits” as such.  As our Customary reads, “As a Christian Community, our habits are ‘habits of the heart.’  The attention we draw to ourselves should be because we treat others as though they were Christ.  Our habit is the external behavior we exhibit toward others and toward ourselves in keeping with the love of Christ in our hearts.  While we wear no distinguishable clothing, we ask our members to dress simply in keeping with our value of simplicity. Members may choose to wear neck crosses in the style of their choice.”
2. The Community was established with no intent of wearing any special habits or clothing.  We recognized the danger of the habit becoming an external crutch for our spiritual understanding and growth, as well as a potential barrier to interpersonal relationships and possible fuel for dysfunctional ego-growth.  
3. The origin of our Community stems from rich Benedictine traditions, but we have already begun to adopt aspects from other traditions as well, if in keeping with our intent and purposes.  We are a Community that intends to reflect the lives of the very earliest of Christian Communities, even before the monastic traditions evolved in the early centuries.  How would some of the early Christian Communities and families been impacted upon hearing the Gospel of Christ?  

4. The use of habits gradually evolved over time, more so in the 13th century and beyond than in earlier times.  Their design reflected a particular Order, and generally was meant to evoke and profess a simpler life that renounced earthly goods and attire, usually in keeping with vows of simplicity and poverty.  They tended to put everyone on an even playing field, more or less, and had great value in helping to shape one’s spiritual journey.  Use of habits or vestments went a long way in preparing people for their offering of work and prayer.

5. On the other hand, we have seen the use of habits become a burdensome “external,” whereby the focus of the Order largely rests with the habit (“I’m one and you’re not!”).  Habits can become a detriment to one’s spiritual journey!  The wearing and display of the habit can take precedence over the care of the soul, and this is intolerable.
6. We are a Christian Order – not Benedictine, Franciscan, Dominican, Augustinian, or any other single flavor.  That does not mean we can not find some value in the respectful, reverent use of habit-like dress.  But we must be careful.  A trend has begun within our Community for “celebration vestments” of a simple, earth-tone nature, reflecting our temporary presence here on earth, and demonstrating respect for the higher Offices and Rites of Profession.   

CELEBRATION VESTMENTS
7. There is a place for the proper use of “celebration vestments” in preparing oneself for offering sacred Offices (Morning and Evening Prayer), Sacraments, and Special Occasions such as the reception of a new or full member to the Community.  In these situations, celebration vestments can be effective symbols if used properly.  The act of dressing in celebration vestments prior to partaking in a sacred liturgy helps to prepare the mind, body and spirit for the offering at hand, and reminds us of the awesome respect we need to give the occasion.

GUIDELINES

8. With this in mind, we outline below some guidelines we will use for the time being on those occasions when celebration vestments may be appropriate.  We will refer to these special garments as Celebration Vestments and not “Habits.”  Note that the wearing of celebration vestments is optional, and is also to conform to any customs or guidelines in local congregations.  If they are not permitted locally, then they should not be worn locally.  
9. Full Members may wear the Community’s celebration vestments:

· when offering Morning Prayer (Matins) and Evening Prayer (Vespers) in private or with other Community Members (such as at Convocation), 

· during the Eucharist (especially if serving at the Altar), 

· during services for reception of new members or profession of a Full Member,

· for other special sacramental services and occasions where the wearing of the celebration vestments enhances the occasion and does not draw undue attention or concern from others.

10. Clothing style outside of the above occasions is at the discretion of the individual member and will be shaped by their occupation and local customs.  In all cases, however, we should strive for simplicity and appropriateness.  Again, our celebration vestments are not to be worn during local parish/church activities or at anytime on the premises of the parish/church without the permission of the local priest/pastor.

CHARACTERISTICS

11. The full celebration vestments available to this Community currently include a neck cross, prayer scarf/stole, alb, and cincture.  The colors of our Celebration Vestments are earth tones, to remind us that “dust we are, and to dust we shall return.”  Awareness of our limited time here creates the urgency we need to do our prayers, study, and service, but also reminds us of the transitory nature of life, and that we will serve and be in the presence of God eternally.  Pictures of our celebration vestments can be found on our web site at www.communityofthegospel.org.  
ALBS
12. The Service Alb (for Full Members only): Wearing of the white or off-white (ivory or flax) alb is a demonstration of simplicity and unity among members, symbolizing that we are all brothers and sisters in the Lord; one Parent, one family.  It is first worn by the Member at his/her Full Member profession.  Members approaching Full Membership may obtain the alb at the location below, or some other suitable place with the permission of the Guardian.   Costs of the alb are borne by the Member.
CM Almy at   http://www.white-albs.net/
CINCTURE

13. The Rope Cincture (for Full Members only): Binding the alb with the brown cincture reminds us that we are bound to the service of God through our prayers, study and personal mission.  Members being received as Full Members will be given a brown cincture as a gift from the Community.

NECK CROSS
14. Any member of the Community may wear the neck cross of their choice at any time.  A special Community neck cross is awarded to Full Members upon their making profession as a Full Member at no cost to the Member.  The Community neck cross is a gift from the Community, and there is no obligation to wear it if the member has preference for a different style.  

PRAYER SCARVES/STOLES/SHAWLS
15. Any member may also wear a prayer scarves, stole or shawl of their choice at any time.  The wearing of these items is a tradition that goes back many years in our Judeo-Christian culture.    To distinguish clerical prayer stoles from those of our Community, however, no prayer stole should exceed roughly 72” (6 feet) in length.  

16. Sources:  Here are a couple of sources for prayer scarves or stoles.  Also remember that many congregations have prayer shawl ministries which could be used.

Midwest Global Group, Inc.

3015 E. New York Street, Suite A2, N.129

Aurora, IL  60502-5165

http://kente.midwesttradegroup.com
(Most of these stoles are 72” or less)
SeasonStoles by Rev. Lynne Spencer-Smith
1219 Fawn Drive

Neenah, WI    54956
http://www.seasonstoles.com
(Must specify a maximum of 72”)

17. These guidelines will help to establish some sense of unity among our members, especially when we meet as a group, and will contribute to our awareness and recognition by the public.  But they will hopefully also allow for some variety in personal expression.  

18. If a member has a need to explore significant variations on the above guidelines as part of his/her spiritual journey, I ask him or her to engage in serious reflection and discussion with his or her Formation Team about the value and need for it.  Some variations may certainly be legitimate, but let us ascertain the value of the experience together.
NEXT STEPS
19. We will continue to operate under the above guidelines as a Community until we make the necessary changes to the Customary at one of the upcoming Convocations.  In the meantime, we will explore this tradition using these guidelines, shaping them as we go, in a coordinated manner.  I ask for your full cooperation in this endeavor!
Yours in Christ

/s/ Br. Daniel-Joseph, CTG

Guardian
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